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Editor’s Letter

Unless you’ve been living in
 a cave in the jungle, we 

think everyone in the

world, young and old, has n
ow heard about the recessio

n, about the financial

crisis, and about saving ban
ks. We might not fully unde

rstand it - if at all -

but it’s been gloomy stuff a
ll right.

Lots of people are down on 
their luck and feeling the p

inch. It’s tough times

to say the least, and we’ve 
all been affected. So what 

can we do?

Keep on Bouncing is what! W
hat better motto to adopt t

han that, to “keep on

bouncing!” Just saying it lea
ves me smiling! It may be h

ard, but with a little

help from our friends, the 
wider community, and a bac

k to basics approach,

we can do whatever we wan
t and be whoever we want 

to be.

Just KEEP ON BOUNCING!

And that’s just exactly wha
t children and young people

 have been doing this

year as part of the Bouncin
g programme. Along with ma

ny amazing activities,

they’ve been keeping fit by t
aking part in swimming sessi

ons and learning funky

circus skills, they’ve been ca
pturing dynamic moving imag

es with the super-cool

Media Art Car, and they’ve 
been stretching their imagin

ation to the limit in

coming up with stories and i
mages for this comic! As you

’ll see over the pages,

they’ve sure got plenty of c
reative talent to boot. 

With over 800 total visits f
rom children and young peo

ple aged 5-19, taking

part in one way or the oth
er in the Under 8s activities

, the on-site Bouncing

days at All Saints and New
burn, and the offsite youth

 activities around the

Outer West, the Bouncing pro
ject is reaching more people

 than ever before and

providing unrivalled services 
to children and young people

. Its success is written

all over the faces of the 
children and young people w

ho have had another

summer of fun. That’s what
 this is all about, and that

’s the best reward we

can ask for.

Enjoy the magazine, and rem
ember, keep on bouncing!

Narinder Purba (Nindy)
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Animal 

Meeting!

Every-

body... think

of a present!

What for?!!!

For

the farmer’s

grandson. It’s his

birthday!

Ahhhhhhhhh!
The only thing I
have is a

cowpat...

Poo!

I

could give him

my shiny egg!

Well

I have no

money. I could

give away...

my

favourite chewy

toy.

It’s

alright pet.

My

first girlfriend

gave me that.

What

about you sheep?

By Keisha Oborka

A N I M A L Farm

To be continued!
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Gaston
The Romantic 
Adventures of

the French
Squirrel

By Lucy Costello
& Sophie Douglas
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x POP!
By Alex Amos

g
A l e

seo
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One sunny Morning, Rupert the Robin was happily

hopping along the forest floor.

It was the middle of autumn, so the ground was a

blanket of yellows and browns. Rupert had many

friends such as Caitlin the Chipmunk, Bradley the

Badger, and Samantha the Squirrel.

The reason Rupert was having such fun was that

while he was tucked up in bed last night it poured

down from the heavens like it had never before, so

as a result lots of pink juicy worms had come out

to play.

Rupert was having such a good time that he didn’t

even notice everyone had disappeared until he

heard the sound of footsteps entering the forest.

He looked up and saw three men armed with

chainsaws and axes.

A frightened Rupert fled to a small dark corner,

and in horror, watched his home being destroyed.

By Sophie Douglas

Nature and the environment are two very
special things. Destroying animal’s homes
like in the story is very cruel. The people
who do this just want to make money and
it’s not nice. Act now, and be thanked later.

“

”

R U P E R T

R O B I N

The environment

with

the
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Ever wanted to know what councillors thought about aliens, movies, the environment,
Obama, and so much more? Read the exclusive interview below to find out.

How has life changed for young

people from when you were a child

to the way things are now?

PA: During the summer holidays I used

to go out the house in the morning,

roam around with my friends all over

the place, and go back home to be fed.

It was safe and lots of kids did it. Nowa-

days I don’t think it’s easy; everyone

wants to know where you are and what

you’re doing every minute of the day.

In what ways has the financial cri-

sis impacted on the things you do

for young people?

PH: That’s a hard one. Finances are al-

ways limited, so there is a limit to what

we can do as councillors, but as for

young people, I think more has been

spent on young people in Newcastle in

the last 12 months than there has been

in previous years. Certainly as a ward

we support young people a lot as they

are entitled to the best service we can

give them.

If you could change anything

about the world, what would it be?

NH: Let’s say if we could change any-

thing, how about a 30-hour day so that

we could do more things in the day.

MD: I think it would be particularly nice

if we had world peace and we didn’t

have the wars that we often see in dif-

ferent countries. It would be good if

everyone could be friendly with one an-

other.

GM: Mine would be to stop poverty

throughout the world, particularly with

young children in Africa and India, and

even in this country there are children

in poverty with not enough to eat.

What do you think of Barack

Obama as the first black President

of the United States of America?

PH: I really hope that he does well. I

think it is incredible that a country,

which 40 years ago wouldn’t mix black

and whites in social situations, has now

got a black President. With the will of

the world, I hope that he will make a

good job of it. I think that it is good that

the Americans have put their faith into

him as a person; he’s obviously a very

intelligent man and he has the right

looks – and I know that shouldn’t come

into it but it does as there’s a certain

amount of celebrity when you become

President of America. I don’t think he

can put himself in the place of every-

body, but he can certainly put himself

in the position of a lot of people as a fa-

ther, as a son, and as a husband.

Do you believe in life on other

planets?

NH: Yes I think that I probably do. I

have no reason to doubt that there are

other planets in the universe that will

have some form of life, but it won’t nec-

essarily be the same sort of life that we

are familiar with. 

GM: I believe in them. We can’t be the

only beings in the whole universe, so I

definitely think that there are other

people out there.

Do you believe in God?

SM: I don’t not believe, but when

there’s lots of bad things going on that

wouldn’t happen if there was a God, it

can be hard.

MD: I believe in God and I think it’s nice

that people have a faith and are able to

turn to somebody in the hour of need.

Although I don’t go to church now, if

ever I feel down or depressed or un-

happy, I think I would go.

Councillor Graham Middleton

Councillor Peter Arnold

Councillor Sharon Middleton

I N T E R V E WI

THE
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What would you do to help the en-

vironment?

PA: The world that we live in provides

us with everything we need – food,

water, everything. The trouble is that

there are far too many greedy people

in the world and there isn’t enough food

and water to go around for everybody.

If everybody just ate and drank what

they needed, there would be enough

for everybody. So when it comes to the

environment, what we’re doing at the

moment is using more water and food

than the earth can replace, and one day

it will all go away. When that happens

we will all be dead. Human beings, who

create all the problems on this earth,

have got to realise that they have the

answers to the problems, and they

need to work together to share all the

food and water out equally and fairly so

that everyone has an opportunity to

have clean water to drink, clean air to

breathe, and plenty of wholesome food

to live on. There has got to be a change

in attitudes.

PH: As Peter says, there’s not an actual

shortage of resources in the world:

they’re in the wrong place with the

wrong people are taking too much of it,

meaning not enough is being left for

the people who haven’t got such quan-

tities. There are a lot of places in the

world where there is a shortage of a

water and food, and unfortunately

these are areas where the population is

growing at huge numbers, so I would

introduce birth control measures and

encourage families to restrict the num-

ber of children they have so that they

can provide everything for those chil-

dren. Otherwise we have the situation

where you have lots of children suffer-

ing because the resources we could

give them are in the wrong place.

What does a councillor do?

NH: A councillor, in essence, represents

the residents who elect them. In my

case it was the residents of Westerhope

who elected me four years ago, and I

look after their interests in the best way

that I can.

Is being a councillor your dream

job?

NH: Yes I think it probably is at my time

of life. It does give you tremendous sat-

isfaction when something works and

you get something done, but it’s also

frustrating when you can’t get anything

done; that’s the problem.

What is your favourite movie?

PA: The movie I would go and see lots

and lots of times would be something

like Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,

some of those Chinese martial arts films

because I do Chinese martial arts my-

self. I’ve also enjoyed a great deal Lau-

rence of Arabia and D Zhivago, films

you’ve probably not heard of. They

were proper films, not like the com-

puter-driven rubbish you see these

days.

NH: The Crimson Pirate starring Burt

Lancaster. It was a film I first saw as a

teenager and I’ve enjoyed it ever since.

What were you like as a kid?

NH: I was absolutely perfect… and I’ve

deteriorated ever since!

PA: I was horrible as a child, I’m horri-

ble as an adult, and you have to stick

at what you’re good at, and being hor-

rible is what I’m good at, so there we

are.

MD: I was just like most of you: I did

wrong things and I did right things. I

was quite adventurous, I used to play

out on the street, but I didn’t have the

modern technology that you have now.

The best thing that I had was a Spec-

trum, which used to take half an hour

to load up games.

SM: I was classed as a swot in school

and a teacher’s pet. I absolutely loved

school. When you get to our age, you

look back at it as the best days of your

life and wish you could go back.

GM: I was quite good as a child be-

cause I was frightened of my mum so I

never really did anything wrong. I used

to spend most of the day out fishing,

after school and in the holidays. I don’t

think I was much bother.

What was your dream job as a kid?

SM: I wanted to be an air stewardess

but I’ve only ever been on a plane

once. I’m absolutely petrified. I would

like to have worked with kids as well; I

would love to have been a teacher.

GM: I wanted to be a jockey. When I

was little I used to ride horses and

when I was 13 I used to ride racehorses

and training them before they went on

to race.

Interviewed by Jack Smith, Court-

ney Glen, Sophie Douglas, Nadia

Casula, Laura Purvis, Sally Bakare,

Megan Bakare, Keisha Oborka, and

Ellen.Councillor Pat Hillicks

Councillor Marc Donnelly
Councillor Neil Hamilton

I was horrible as a child, I’m horrible as an adult. Stick at

what you’re good at: being horrible is what I’m good at. PA
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The girls are having a fun day of tag...

... until the bullies come!

“Quick! Get them!” shout the bullies.

“Chase after the little one!”

“There you are!” shouts one of the bullies.

“Just ignore them.” 

“Ha, now we’ve got you!”

“They’ll go away.”

BUT...

“This is going to be fun!”

“Oh yeah!” 

“Knuckle sandwich!”

Just in time, the girl’s regroup.

“Step away or else.”

The bullies become confused.

“That’s it... get them!”

“Run boys, run!”

POW!

CHOP!

SPLAT!

Now that’s girlpower!

“I’m not scared anymore!”

The End.

G I R L OP W E !R

By Jack Smith, David Amos,

Maddie Amos, Alex Amos,

and Sophie Mattinson.
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By Sophie Douglas

One day in the month of May, Caitlin the Chipmunk was playing in the forest. She was

rolling around in the grass and having the time of her life, until a big hairy beast

appeared above her.

She looked up and saw the terrifying face of a fox staring down at

her. Caitlin tried to run away, but the fox was standing on her

tail. At that moment she realised she had become the victim

of a bully.

The fox tried to hurt the poor defenceless chipmunk in

many different ways, until Caitlin scratched the

fox on the back of the leg. The fox howled

in fright and then began to call Caitlin some

very mean names such as ‘silly little chip-

munk’ and even ‘stupid little creature.’

Caitlin decided it was her time to run

away. At least she got away not

hurt too much, but on the inside

she was hurt a lot more.

Bullying is a hobby for

some but it should

not be. Bullying can

hurt you on the

outside as in physical

injuries, but even

worse, bullying can

hurt you on the in-

side as in name

calling.”

Caitlin the ChipmunkBullying with

“

”
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Part II of our exclusive chit-chat with local councillors

How has life changed for young

people from when you were a child

to the way things are now?

MC: The amount of technology that

young people have and their ability to

utilise it is a lot greater than in my day.

The things that you do are much bigger

than we could ever do.

LW: We did a lot more outdoor play

than you do now; we made up a lot of

our own games and played out on the

street. We didn’t have a TV in my house

until I was six.

If you could change anything

about the world, what would it be?

ML: There’s a song that I always relate

to that Patsy Cline sings, which is “If

you could see the world through the

eyes of a child, what a wonderful world

it would be.” I think it’s important for

that to be repeated in a lot of places.

There are lots of horrible things going

on in the world - and wars - and we

need to be friendlier with each other

and talk to each other. We live in one

world together, so we have to go for-

ward.

LW: We need to look at global warming.

When I was younger there was hardly

any cars, and now families have three

or four each. We need to stop our de-

pendence on this kind of transport and

use public transport more, watch our

carbon footsteps, emissions, and stop

cutting rainforests down. I would like to

go back to the perhaps the 1950s or

earlier, and not do some of the things

that we’ve done today.

What do you think of Barack

Obama as the first black President

of the United States of America?

ML: I think it was a wonderful achieve-

ment for what happened in America

that day. A lot of people would never

have though it possible. I can remem-

ber when I was younger that in America

blacks and white had to take separate

buses to wherever they were going, so

it is definitely a great achievement. I’m

only sad because I don’t know if he will

be able to carry out the policies that he

wants to. He has a dream and a vision,

but the way the world is, and the finan-

cial crisis that we’re in, it will be diffi-

cult. But yes, his election was a great

thing for America.

MC: I think it says a lot about American

society that they have managed to

move themselves from a position where

blacks were very much the underdog,

couldn’t vote, had to sit at the back of

the bus, to where we are now, where a

black person is actually the President of

the United States. I hope that we can

see hope for humanity as a whole as

Obama goes forward.

Do you believe in aliens?

MC: I think it would be incredible if we

were the only place to have developed

life within the whole of the vast uni-

verse. Now does that mean I believe

there are little green men flying in

saucers around here, probably not! I

think there will be life out there some-

where.

What does a councillor do?

LW: How long is a piece of string! We’re

elected, which means we are answer-

able to the people who elected us in the

area. We do all sorts, and everyday is

different. For example, I had one email

today which was asking about why

there wasn’t recycling in a certain part

of the ward, and I had another one ask-

ing what had happened to the footpath

we had promised them. It’s so diverse.

MC: As well as doing things on behalf

of those who elect us, we also help pro-

vide political leadership, in that we have

control of certain budgets and what

gets spent in certain wards, and we

have the ability to get consulted on with

things that happen within the wards,

and we have money to put towards

those things. On the wider front of the

entire Newcastle City, we sit on various

committees that do various things. For

example, I sit on a committee that

gives planning permission for buildings

within the city.

What was your dream job as a kid?

LW: I wanted to be a nursery nurse.

ML: I wanted to be a train driver.

MC: I wanted to be an actor.

What’s your favourite movie?

MC: The one’s that have had the most

impact on me would be Close En-

counter’s of the Third Kind, Women in

Love – which was a DH Lawrence story

– and It’s A Wonderful Life, which is 

Councillor Mike Curthoys

If you could see the world through the eyes of a child,

what a wonderful world it would be. ML

I N T E R V E WI

THE
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about a guy who is given asecond

chance in life to go forward.

ML: One of my favourite movies is

South Pacific. The special effects at that

time were amazing, and I went to see

it about six times because I found it fas-

cinating.

LW: I could go on forever because I

love films, but like Mike said, I thought

A Wonderful Life was absolutely fabu-

lous, Dr Zhivago, which had Omar

Sharif in it, and I remember being in

the cinema when he came on screen,

and all us girls went “ahhh,” and I’m

quite fond of Pretty Woman.

What’s the best thing you’ve done

this year?

ML: I think that this [Keep on Bouncing]

is one of the best things to happen in

Newburn this year, especially for young

people.

LW: Something like this is wonderful

and we’ve supported it for many years

now, it’s grown and every year it has

got better. You children are absolutely

incredible in what you can do. We can

say that we gave money towards this

and it was worthwhile. Also, on a

smaller scale, I get great satisfaction as

a councillor when I can help somebody

who has struggled in the system, and I

can come and help solve that problem.

MC: Before I became a councillor I used

to wonder why they didn’t have a bit of

pathway down by the doctor’s surgery

in Throckley because people had to

walk on the road to get there. As a

councillor I was able to help make that

happen, and now we have a pathway.

It’s that kind of thing that makes you

realise that there is something worth-

while that you can do.

Interviewed by Abigail Robins, Re-

becca Holmes, Gemma Holmes,

Abbey Simpson, Hayley Simpson,

and Kennedy Fleck.

Councillor Linda Wright

Councillor Mike Lynch

Something like Keep on Bouncing is wonderful, and we’ve

supported it for many years now. It’s grown and every year

it has got better. You children are absolutely in incredible

in what you can do. LW

The Escape!

By Nadia  Casula



14

The End

By David Amos



That just leaves
me...

I

know that he’d

enjoy a bacon

sarnie.

Me

& my piglets

are deeply of-

fended!

At

least I don’t

look like you.

At

least I support

Newcastle.

My

mother was a dal-

mation.

Well,

at least I’d...

Go

on kids, enjoy.

Oh

what a cute doggy-

woggy!

I

feel famous! Autog-

raphy anyone?

15

THE END
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T H E

u N D E R 8S
This summer’s Stay & Play sessions saw a fantastically

talented bunch of explorers, inventors, and magicians

boldly venturing where no under 8s had ever been be-

fore!

Firstly, everybody created a weird and wonderful travel-

ling companion and designed some extra-specialist kit for

the Adventurer’s Catalogue.

Then we bravely set off on our travels - of course mak-

ing sure we didn’t forget the life-sized versions of our-

selves made out of tuna to distract any passing sharks!

From the library, we sailed off with Max to Where the

Wild Things Are - but made sure we got back in time for

tea - stopped off at Dinosaur World and Water-Book

World to write some poetry, and even found time to col-

lect evidence leading to the (Desert) Traffic Island, and

then solving the mystery of Princess Lacecake’s stolen

jewels!!!

(Jemima the exercise-loving hen was the culprit, in case

you were wondering!)

Phew! Lucky we’re such experts really. Beth

Water Book World

Water-Book World is so, so fun!!

And Fifi & WaterMan’s job is nearly done

Tying up broken things – like taps

Eggs are a popular food in Water-Book World

Round and round this world, all day long

But at last! We bump into Peppa Pig

“Oink, oink, oink!” says Peppa Pig – but

“Oh, look! She’s wearing a wig!”

Kicking the water in Water-Book World, Peppa Pig’s wig falls off...

Water-slides are really fun in Water-Book World

Octopus is in the water

“Roof, roof, roof!” says an underwater dog

Later, Fifi & WaterMan’s job is done

Don’t forget to give Peppa Pig her wig back!

Dinosaur World

Dinosaur ate me!

I always see dinosaurs eat people & scratch people’s faces

Ninky dinosaurs are wobbly

Outside I was frightened!

Slimy dinosaurs eat slimy goo

A plant-eater eats any sort of plants

Underground, there are ugly rats

Run home, before they come for you and catch you!!!

By Charlotte, James, Alex, Millie & Kate 

By Mia-Paris, MollyLila, Steven, Louise & Kye
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1 Rocket (super fast)

1 Special Space Suit (to protect you from aliens)

1 Pair of Space Boots (to stop you floating away)

1 Oxygen Tank

1 Helmet

An assortment of Good Aliens (to fight the bad aliens)

Alien Food on a Gooey Plate (for a trap)

10 Stars (so you can see)

1 Sack

3 Spare spacesuits

Some balloons (for floating about)

By the Outer West Explorers

List of important things to take on a space expedition:

A STORY BY ABBIE CRAM & BARRIE JAMES
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T H EA fine selection of some

of the amazing art

work produced by young

people over the summer
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W A L L
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What it’s all about

The Bouncing Summer Scheme is a programme de-

veloped in partnership with Newcastle City Coun-

cil’s Arts and Sports Development Teams, Play

Service, Youth Service, and Newcastle Library

Service. Every summer, the bounce team deliver

exciting, stimulating, inclusive and fun activities

for children and young people aged between 5-19

from the Lemington, Newburn, Denton, and West-

erhope Wards. Professional artists and sports

staff offer children and young people a whole

range of things to do, from DJ sessions to circus

skills to making cool videos. It aims to engage

young people in the things they want to do,

whilst promoting a healthy lifestyle, wellbeing,

and greater community spirit. It’s an enriching

experience that also develops soft skills like

teamwork, respect, and confidence. 

The Planning Team

Alison Flanagan-Wood - Arts Development

E: alison.flanaganwood@newcastle.gov.uk

T: 0191 278 2958

Mary Butler - Outer West Library 

E: mary.butler@newcastle.gov.uk 

T: 0191 277 7972  

Michael Irvine - Newburn Activity Centre  

E: michael.irvine@newcastle.gov.uk  

T:0191 264 0014

Duncan O’Farrell - Assistant Sports Development Officer

E: duncan.ofarrell@newcastle.gov.uk

T: 0191 277 3643

Angie Pearce Smith - Play Worker

E: angie.pearcesmith@newcastle.gov.uk

T: 0191 277 2676

Lisa Rake - Senoir Youth Worker

E: lisa.rake@newcastle.gov.uk

T: 0191 271 3914

Graham Park - Youth Worker

E: graham.park@newcastle.gov.uk

T: 0191 277 1455 

A huge thank you to:

All the Councillors - Mike Curthoys,

Marc Donnelley, Pat Hillicks, Neil

Hamilton, Mike Lynch, Linda Wright,

Peter Arnold, Graham Middleton,

Sharon Middleton, Lawrence Hunter,

Liz Langfiels, and Joanne ParK.

All the staff at: Newburn Activity

Centre, All Saints Community College,

The Lemington Centre, Connexions,

Newcastle Library Service, Throckley

Community Hall, Play Service, Youth

Service, The Arts Development Team,

The Sports Development Team, & CA-

NOES.

And to all the artists who took part.

A message from the Bounce Team

Welcome to this special edition of the Keep On Bouncing Comic 2009.  So why a comic book I hear you

ask? Why not!  They say variety is the spice of life, and over the years the children and young people

involved in our summer schemes have created many resources including giant artwork, DVDs and a magazine

to help illustrate what summer is all about for them.

This year we thought we could pick up on both the children and young peoples’ creative writing and imag-

ination to help develop a comic book, which we felt linked in perfectly with the City Libraries Quest

Seekers theme.

This comic gives the reader a real flavor of what children and young people think and feel about the

world around them, and we are all very proud of their amazing achievements this summer. This is clearly

a good example of positive work with children and young people, and many thanks go out to all our young

contributors for making this comic possible.

We hope you enjoy!


